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ERYE ERHAPS you may be ſur- 
— 15 25 priſed to ſee yourſelf addreſ- 
. F ſed by one of that reſpectable 


22 commoly called the Mob, how- 


ever, if you have but patience to read 


his letter, 1 fatter myſelf, you will <E: 8 
Tet that I have ſome reaſons, if not good 
| ones, for addreſſing 1 particularly to 


That 8 


1 6 ) 

-.- That this iſland has for many ages 
flowriſhed under cur happy government, 
is a truth acknowledged by all men; it 
is true we have not at all times exerciſed 
our authority with equal vigour ; ſome- 
times we have ſeemed as if a ſleep, nay of 
late «ce have ſlumbered fo Tong, that evil 
minded perſons have taken occaſion to call 
aur title in queſtion ; but we are at length | 
rouſed from our lethargy, determined to 
take the reins of government into our 
OWN hands, and apply a ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual remedy to the diſorders of this 

diſeaſed ſtate, 


But being a large and: numerous body, 


| unaminity © can hardly be expected among 


ts, any more than among our betters ; 
We are not. yet perfectly agreed, either 


: the diſeaſes or the remedies ; the conſti- 


I tation dee agree 18 in danger, but what : 


that 1 5 


1 


that conſtitution is we cannot well tell; 

we know that our betters uſe the lame 
word, but whatever their conſtitution may 

be, ſome fay that ours, is the priviledge 
which every man ought to have of doing 

what is right in his own eyes, others in- 
ſiſt that we have a right of ſubjecting the 
crown and adminiſtration to our humours; 
for my own part I am apt to think that 
by our conſtitution we are intitled to both; 
and to my great ſatisfaction find the Com- 
mon- Council of the city of London in 
the ſame mind; as appears from the ele- 
gant ſpeech of that learned patriot Mr. 
Deputy Hodges; it is true this learned 
man has not delivered himſelf with that 
_ openneſs and freedom which could have 
been. wiſhed , however his meaning 1. 
pretty plain, tho he had not the courage 1 
to ſpeck it out. 


Now 


0 5 
N ow, Sir, as a good and loyal ſubjec, 
; give me leave to proſecute the noble plan, 


; by openly declaring what the Common- 


Council have but darkly hinted. 


This, Sir, is no leſs than, The right of 


the people to nominate the Officers and Mi- 


niſters of State. It may be objected, 


that the learned deputy has himſelf diſ- 


55 claimed any ſuch right, and acknowledged 125 5 
the nomination of thoſe Officers S 


prerogative of the crown; but he was 


certainly miſtaken in making this conceſ- 
: ſion, and I am perſuaded will voluntarily £5 
ws be acknowledge the error ne committed, 


in ſo tamely parting with this valuable He ROY 


i priviledge. The excellent Conteſt of lait 


Saturday, has ſo fully proved that the 

people in their repreſentative capacity ar C 
5 | intitled to requeſt and require the diſmiſ- 5 
55 i ſion of bad miniſters and che eſtabliſhment 
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4 of good ones; that I am perſuaded no 


doubt can remain with any perſon who 


attentively conſider the numerous prece- 


.: dents furniſhed by the glorious reigns 
cited by that writer, of Edward II. Richard 
e one ts Charles I. and ethers, 


Now i is not this to all intents LT pur- 


poſes a nomination? F or to be ſure they 


will find ſome fault or other with every 


one who is not of their own naming ; ſo. 


that ſhift and ſhuffle As long as you pleaſe, 


at laſt you muſt have recourſe to the no- 


- mination of the people ; but tho” this 


writer i far ſpeaks the truth, vet lil ce his 


friend the deputy he does. not ſpeak the 


5 whole truth; for nothing can be more 
ridiculous than to pretend as this author 
does, that the people i in their re preſenta- 


ti e capacity, polleſs a right, Wa ich does 
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not belong to the Colledive Body; ; \ where- 
ever repreſentation takes . place, it is a 
certain truth, that the repreſentative can 
claim no right but what is derived from the 
perſon or perſons repreſented; to pretend 
that by our election we part with our rights 

to our repreſentatives is neither truth nor 
ſenſe; we intruſt them with the exerciſe of 
our rightsfora time limited, but we neither 
intentionally nor actually diveſt ourſelves 
of our rights in their favour; therefore 
whatever rights belong to the people in 
their repreſentative capacity muſt origi- 
nally. and truly belong to the collective 
b:dy ; and as the Centeſt has clearly proved 
that the nomination of the Officers of 

St tate, or in his own. phraſe, the removal 


= of ba d miniſters and the eſtabliſhment of 


good ones, is a right belonging to the 
people in their repreſentative capacity, it 
muſt follow, that it is the right and pro- 


perty of the colledtive body, aid may be 


exer- 


„ 
exerciſed by them in ſuch manner as ch 
may judge moſt convenient. 


Now I would propoſe that our Mini- 
ſters of State may be fairly elected in the 


| ſame manner as our Members of Parlia- 


ment, for ſuch a number of years as ſhall 
be mutually agreed upon; ſome difticul- 


tics will, no doubt, ariſe about the method, 


but theſe may be got over when once the 


main point is ficmly ſettled ; at preſent 0 


let us take notice of ſome very obvious 
advantages which muſt attend this ſalu- 


tary meaſure. 


Tg pe firſt is, that we ſhall no longer 
be reproached with loſing the moſt pre- 


| tious opportuni ties, by flowneſs, negli- 


. gence, and inactivity, theſe are failings — 


with which the goed people cf” England | 
3 een, 


. ) 


cannot be charged, on the contrary | lo 


ready they are on every occaſion, that 


they ficſt act and then reflect. 


The ſecond advantage is, that it will 


entirely remove that irreſolution and fluc- 


tuation which has of late fo much diſ- 


MW graced our councils and operations; the 


people on the contrary are remarkable for 


firmneſs and reſolution; witneſs their fixed 


and unwearied oppoſition to all meaſures 


and adminiſtrations whatever, for ſo many 


pears not to ſay ages paſt; it may be ob- 
jected that our late ſhort but moſt excellent 


adminifiration met with no oppoſition from b 

the pe:ple, but this is a vulgar error, for 

it is well known that their interpoſition in 
favour of a late memorable Admiral, met 
e warm an oppoſition even from the 
feefle, as any the moſt unpopular meaſure = 
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of their predeceſſors, and if they met 
with no further oppoſition, the reaſon is 


obvious, they did nothing e Ws 


A third advantage, would be, the free- 
dom with which our miniſters would 
then act, ſecured in their ſeats for a cer- 

| tain term of years they would fear no un- 
timely nor unſeaſonable removals, and 
being elected by the people, their actions 
would be the deed of the publick, which 

beſides giving them an additional weight 
abroad, would ſecure them of approba- 

| tion at home, for the people ever con- 


ſiſtent with themſelves could not t condemn a 


: the work of their own hands. - 


The fourth Viemtag we al receive 

from this new regulation, would be the 

infallible reduction of that exceſsof bribery 
„%%% enÞe 4 and 


e 
and corruption, which at preſent threatens 
no leſs than the intire ſubverſion of the 
ſtate, the people have ſuch juſt notions of 
honeſty and integrity, and their practice 
agrees ſo well with their profeſſions, that 

our elections for miniſters would un- 
doubtedly be managed with the utmoſt 
impartiality, and ſuch officers returned 
as would ſoon apply an effectual remedy to 
this growing evil. 


To conclude, as the people could not 

fail to chuſe men of principles and cha- 
racters fimilar to their own, we ſhould _ 
then ſee our miniſters diſtinguiſhed by - 
| their vivacity and reſolution, uniformity. 
of conduct and integrity of manners, and 


ED Ts general happy reformation would of _ 


conſequence bleſs. this now unhappy 


Iſland. ; 
Put 


„ 
But this Irony bas been kept up long 


enough, and now to be (erious. 


Who can help entertaining alarming 
apprehenſions of the conſequences of our 

_ preſent unhappy diſtractions? While the 
Conteſt was between candidates for pre- 
: ferment, the publick was unconcerned, 
but when the diſpute i is, between the juſt 
authority of the crown and the ambitious 
deſpotiſm of 4 certain great commoner, 
5 neutrality becomes a crime. How far 
2, his Majeſty condeſcended to the deſires, | 
to the humours of his ſubjects, is ſtill 
freſh in every memory; to recommend 
from the throne a very diſputable though 
| popular meaſure, was an inſtance of royal 
condeſcention which certainly merited the 
warmeſt returns of loyalty and duty from 
the advocates. for that meaſure ; ; but 


what 


( 46:3 
what returns have been made by thoſe 
| who affected to be called, the miniſters of 
the people? Cauſeleſs jealouſies have too 


often been fomented by candidates for 
power; but never before did a Britiſh 


- miniſtry raiſe jealouſies of their ſovereign ; 


not to mention the impudent calumnies 


Propagated ſince a late diſmiſſion, what 


was the talk of all Coffee-houſes and other 
places of publick reſort during a late ad- 


miniſtration? Did not the emiſſaries of 
private and unconſtitutional ambition, re- 


preſent their great man, as thwarted in 


every ſalutary meaſure by his Sovereign? 


and (ſhame to repeat it) as fingly ef pouſ- 
ing the publick cauſe in oppoſition to the 


humours of an obſtinate and doating Kin g 
Coe Are our nobility and repreſentatives aſleep? 

No longer ago than laſt Saturday, a paper 

publiſhed under his direction, dared to pro- a 
poſe 


a 

poſe the moſt ſhameful reins that ever 

ſtained the Engliſh annals as parallels 

of the preſent, while he called upon 

i people and Parliament to take ſuch ſteps 
as nothing but an open and continued 
attack of the national liberties could either 


Joey: or occaſion. 


| ; Unacquainted with courts, unſkilled in 
politicks, nothing leſs than the preſent 

important criſis, could have engaged me 
to turn my thoughts on this ſubject. 


| Publick fame gives you the honour, of 
b being at preſent. engaged in ſupport of 
lawful authority, if lo, I will venture to : 


affirm you are not ſingle, neither need | 


you be afraid of wanting . in ſo 
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good a cauſe, A deſperate and deſpicable 


Faction have aſſumed the name of the people 
0 Great-Britain, and expect to eſtabliſh - 
their title by noiſe and clamours. But be 
not diſcouraged nor frightened by their 
empty boaſts, the majority and moſt con- 

fiderab! e body of the people deteſt their 
inſolent behaviour, and many Who at 
preſent are ignorantly led to join the pub- 
lick cry, wil: Joon be convinced of the 
5 impoſture; ; ſtedfaſtneſs and reſolution are 

oniy neceſſary to diſt olve the charm ; 
5 however loul the cry of action is, it iS 

in ſact but a harmleſs noiſe unleſs encou- 
: raged by weak condeſcenſion and com- 
pliance. The beſt and moſt opulent part 
.___ of the nation, repoſe an unſhaken confi- 

5 dence i in his Me. if they do not de- 


clare x 


Tx 
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clare themſelves i in the fine tumultuous 
manner with the oppoſite action, it is 
becauſe they are unwilling to employ un- 
couſtitutional meaſures, even in ſupport 
of the beſt cauſe ; the peers of the realm, 
and the repreſentatives of the people are 
at preſent aſſembled, on them we rely 
for vindicating the honour of inſulted Ma- 
jeſty, for aſſerting the nk BER of an in- 


Ju Conſtitution. 28 


As to our Croat Communer, after all his 
, mighty promiſes, what has he performed: ?: 

what has he done that ſhould engage the : 
publick to elpouſe his cauſe | in oppoſition ; 


to their ſovereign ? his advocates will 


DEED reply. that he Was oppoſed, ſuppoſe he 


5 was i IDs, 1s not an oppoſit ition in ſome ſenſe | 
0s 8 effcn- 


(20) 
eſſential to our Conſtitution? every Ad- 
miniſtration has been oppoſed, why ſhould 
be complain of an oppoſition any more 


than his Predeceſſors? would be expect 


to be inveſted with an unlimited power | 
which the Conſtitution has not thought 
it to grant even to the crown? why not 
ſay his favourers ? this power is to be uſed 
only for your own good, to make you 


happy in ſpite of yourſelves. 


Fine words, but we dare not truſt them, 
the commons of Great-Britain are by no 
means inclined to inveſt im, with an un- 
_ conſtitutional deſpotiſm under the ſpe- 
cious ꝓretence of its being eee for 
the redreſs of publick grievances z neither 


d we know of any publick grievances, 


except 


except the unhappy diſtractions raiſed by 
himſel . or bis reſtleſs: emiſſaries, deſerve 


that name. 


However, whenever he pleaſes to deſ- 
cend from his Generals, "an to particu- 
larize the Grievances which oppreſs the 
Publick, if we find any truth in them, 
we know where to apply for redreſs with- 
out diſturbing his repoſe ; we have a king 
on the Throne, who never yet refuſed an 5 
addreſs from his People, even tho draun 


in the moſt diſteſpectful terms; and who x 
during his whole reign has been the ſup- 
port of a ſyſtem of regulated liberty, 


while a free Conſtitution i is at preſent en- 


. dangered by the madneſs of a deluded | 


'populs 


, 
3 a circumſtance REP angular 
and glorious for the ſovereign. 


| Mean time, while you ſtand firm in 
the ſupport of lawful authority, you 
may be aſſured of the good wiſhes of 
every honeſt ſubject, and of the ſincere 
eſteem of = 


Sir, 
Nur Obedient Servant, 


25 April 1757. 
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